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Seminar aims and description 

 

This interdisciplinary seminar offers an introduction to major issues in, and influential 

scholarly debates about, representation(s) in American literary and visual culture(s), including 

movies and TV series. In investigating recent directions in critical theory, we will discuss a 

number of both classic and recently-published works on such topics as the theory of the gaze, 

feminism(s), constructions of the race, sexuality, gender, melancholy, depression, to name just 

a few. The seminar is designed to enable students to critically approach various 

representations of bodies and ideas that appear in generally-conceived public discourses. 

 

 

The topics of your MA papers might include: 

 

– body in literature and movies (e.g. abjection or/and desire) 

 

– minorities (African-American, Asian-American, Latino/a, queer) 

 

– feminism 

 

– dying and death in film and literature 

 

– modernism and postmodernism 

 

– transmediality 

 

– fashion studies 

 

– depression and melancholy 

 

– gender and queer studies 

 

– photography studies 

 

– trauma studies 
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